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Company, Boston, for the publication of drawing
books that came to be widely used in schools;
characteristic titles were Teacher's Manual for
Prang's Shorter Course in Form Study and
Drawing (copyright 1888), A Course in Water
Color (copyright 1900), Art Education for High
Schools (copyright 1908). Meanwhile, L. Prang
& Company continued to publish lithographs and
to deal in artist supplies. Prang's water colors
were a standard make for many years. In his
lifetime, Prang was credited with having in-
creased the popular appreciation of art, or at
least the popular knowledge of the great master-
pieces, much as the perfection of mechanical
sound-reproducing devices has increased the
popular knowledge of classical music, while the
textbooks he published influenced methods of
teaching drawing in its elementary stages. He
retired from active business in 1899 and died ten
years later in a California sanitarium. Four
months after his death, on Oct. 10, 1909, a me-
morial meeting was held in Boston at which high
tribute was paid to him as a public benefactor.
On Nov. i, 1851, he married Rosa Gerber, who
died in 1898. His second wife, Mary Amelia
(Dana) Hicks Prang [g.v.], whom he married
on Apr. 15, 1900, with one daughter by his first
marriage, survived him.

[Who's Who in America, 1908-09; Frank Weiten-
kampf,^w. Graphic Art (1924) ; Printing Times (Lon-
don), Jan, 15, 1875; Los Angeles Times, Evening Post
(N. Y.)f Springfield Union (Springfield, Mass.), June
16, 1909; Pacific Outlook (Los Angeles), June 26,
1909 ; Boston Transcript, Oct. u, 1909, Syracuse Jour-
nal (Syracuse, N. Y.), Nov. 30, 1909; certain details
from an unpublished autobiography in the possession
of Prang's daughter.]                                     g< Q_

PRANG, MARY AMELIA DANA HICKS
(Oct. 7, i836-Nov. 7,1927), art teacher, author,
was born in Syracuse, N. Y., the only daughter
of Major and Agnes Amelia Livingston (John-
son) Dana. Her father, whose name was con-
ferred by his parents and was not a military title,
was of the sixth generation in descent from
Richard Dana, who settled in Cambridge, Mass.,
in 1640; and her mother was also of Massachu-
setts birth and ancestry. Mary Dana was edu-
cated at the Allen Female Seminary of Rochester,
N. Y., graduating there in 1852, and she supple-
mented her work at the Seminary by taking
courses at the University of Rochester from 1850
to 1852. On Oct. 7, 1856, she married Charles
S. Hicks, who died in 1858. Left with a daugh-
ter to support, she took up the teaching of art as
a profession. In 1868 she became director of art
education in the Syracuse public schools, and in
1875 she was elected president of the Social Art
Club of the same city. She left Syracuse to be-
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come identified with the rapidly expanding activi-
ties of the Prang Educational Company, founded
in Boston in 1882 by Louis Prang [q.v.], but she
still retained her connection with many of her
interests in Syracuse, and she also undertook
further study, first at the Massachusetts Normal
Art School and afterwards at the School of the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts. In 1884 she was
made diiector of the Prang Normal Art Classes,
and between that year and Tyco she prepared for
the Prang press, either alone or in collaboration
with others, a number of books presenting mate-
rial or methods for art instruction. These in-
cluded The Use of Models ( 1 887 ) , Color Instruc-
tion (1893), Notes on Rf/yptitin Architecture and
Ornament (1899). In her capacity as an editor
for the Prang Company as well as through her
teaching she did much to extend the teaching of
drawing* and allied subjects in the public schools,
and her manuals and other works, which were
widely used, had some effect1 on the development
of methods of instruction.

On Apr. 15, TOGO, she married Louis Prang,
and in the next nine years traveled much with
her husband. After his death, she took up her
residence with her step-daiighter in Boston, her
own daughter having died, Although she was
now seventy-three years old, she continued and
even extended her connection with a great many
organizations of an intellectual, political, or
philanthropic nature; and she also took courses
at Radcliffe College and Harvard University,
receiving the degree of associate in arts from the
former institution in 1916, and that of master of
education from the latter in 1921, when she was
in her eighty-fifth year, She died in Mel rose,
Mass.

INew Eng. Hist, and Gcneal. Reg., Get 1958 ; Who's
Who in America, 1936-57, containing a list of publi-
cations ; Boston Transcript t Nov. 8, Boston Herald/,
Nov. 9, and JV. F. Timest Nov. xo> 1937,]           3^ Q<

PRATT, BELA LYON (Dec, n,

18, 1917), sculptor, son of George and Sarah
Victoria (Whittlcsey) Pratt, and a descendant
of Mathew Pratt, an early settler of Weymouth,
Mass., was born in Norwich, Conn. His father,
a Yale graduate, was an able lawyer, His mother
was deeply religious, and reared her children
strictly; her nobility of character is revealed in
the marble portrait bust made by her son when
she was eighty-two. Her father was the once
famous Orramel Whittiesey, proprietor of Music
Vale Seminary, Salem, Conn. From him the
grandson may have derived his musical taste. At
the age of sixteen, the boy was sent to the Yale
School of Fine Arts, where he studied tinder two
excellent masters, John Ferguson Weir and John
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